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Town  Hall, 

Brightlingsea, 

August,  1952 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Brightlingsea  Urban 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  which  deals 
with  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District 
for  the  year  1951. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  show  that  the  number  of 
deaths  has  increased  by  19,  and  the  number  of  births  declined  by 
five  compared  with  last  year.  This  excess  of  deaths  which  took 
place  over  last  year  was  mostly  in  75  years  and  upwards  age  group, 
which  figure  rose  from  37  in  1950  to  51  for  this  year,  while  the 
remainder  occurred  in  the  65—  75  age  group. 

The  District  suffered  a measles  epidemic  during  the  months 
of  May  and  June,  during  which  most  of  the  high  number  of  224 
cases  occurred.  The  disease  was,  however,  comparatively  mild, 
and  only  four  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital.  We  can  look 
forward  to  a measles  free  year  for  1 952 . 

Whooping  Cough  was  less  prevalent  than  last  year,  thirteen 
cases  being  notified  compared  with  sixty— four  for  the  previous 
year.  This  disease  causes  damage  to  the  lungs  which  may  become 
permanent  and  persist  all  during  life.  Great  efforts  are  being 
made  to  prevent  this  disease  by  inoculation  against  it. 
Unfortunately  the  vaccines  available  up  to  the  present  have  been 
unreliable,  but  recent  research  has  discovered  a method  whereby 
a vaccine  can  be  manufactured  which  will  protect  children  against 
it  If  this  promise  is  fulfilled  cases  of  whooping  cough  may 
become  as  rare  as  diphtheria  in  the  near  future. 

In  presenting  this  report,  I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their 
support,  and  also  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  help  and 
co-operation  received  from  the  various  officers  and  their 
departments  of  the  Council  and  particularly  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  R.  Boast 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  L.  GROARKE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistical  Memorandum 


Urban  District  — Urban  District  of  Brightlingsea 


Area  in  acres  2,873 

Population: 

1951  Registrar  General’s  estimate  4.534 

1951  Census  — 4.501 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  — 1.5 

Rateable  Value  — £22,585 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  £90-  9s-  5d. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . — 1,657 

Total  Live  Births  — - 56 

Birth  rate  12.35 

Birth  rate  corrected  . — 1 4- 1 4 

Total  still  births  1 

Still  birth  rate  17-54 

Total  deaths  84 

Death  rate  • — 18.52 

Death  rate  corrected  11.85 

Death  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  1 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  ......  17-85 

Number  of  Illegitimate  births  ......  3 

Percentage  of  Total  Births  5.2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  o 

Total  Cancer  Dea'hs  ......  10 

Total  Tuberculosis  Deaths  ......  ......  4 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  LIVE  BIRTHS  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  29  24  53 

Illegitimate  1 2 3 

30  26  56 


Birth  rate  . ..  12.26  per  1,000  population 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  births  5.2 

The  birth  rate  of  England  and  Wales  was  15.5  per  1,000  population,  our 
rate  is  therefore  3.15  below  that  for  the  country  generally. 

The  reason  for  this  inequality  is  due  to  the  difference  in  the  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  Urban  District  from  the  country  as  a whole. 

A comparability  factor  is  therefore  issued  by  the  Registrar  General.  The 
figure  for  Brightlingsea  is  1.17  giving  a corrected  birth  rate  of  14.14. 

(b)  STILL  BIRTHS 

There  was  one  still  birth  during  the  year,  which  is  equivalent  to  a rate  of 
17.54  Per  1,000  deaths 

(c)  DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  as  belonging  to  the 
Urban  District  was  84,  of  which  44  were  males  and  40  were  females.  This  is 
equal  to  a death  rate  of  18.52  per  1,000  population  compared  with  a rate  of  12.5 
for  the  country  generally. 

This  inequality  is  due  to  the  reasons  given  in  the  paragraph  on  Births.  The 
comparability  factor  is  0.64  giving  a corrected  death  rate  of  1 1.85. 

Of  the  84  deaths  the  number  over  the  age  of  65  years  totalled  41  giving  a 
percentage  of  48.8. 

The  causes  of  death  are  given  in  Table  II. 
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(d)  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE. 

There  was  i death  of  children  under  i year  of  age.  The  infantile  mortality 
rate  is  based  on  the  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  year,  i.e.  84,  is 
equivalent  to  a rate  of  17.85  per  1,000  births  compared  with  a rate  of  29.6  for 
the  country. 

(e)  Among  the  principal  causes  of  death  are  the  following  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  — — 4 

Pneumonia  ...._  — ......  3 

Bronchitis  ......  — 4 

Cancer  10 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  — 13 

Heart  Disease  33 

Influenza  1 


TABLE  I 


DEATH  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  DURING  1951 


Underl 

i year 

I 

1 and  under  2 years 

I 

2 „ 

n 5 tt  



5 .. 

..  15 



15  » 

» 25 

I 

25  .. 

..  35 



35  » 

,,  45  „ — 

I 

45  .. 

rt  55  t>  

■•••••  3 

55  .. 

..  65  ,,  .... 

9 

65 

..  75  

17 

75  and 

upwards 

51 

Total  84 


TABLE  II 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1951  (R.G.) 


Causes  of  death  Male  Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  i — 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  . — 3 — 

Cancer  (sites)  4 6 

Diabetes  1 — 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  4 9 

Heart  Disease  17  16 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ..;...  3 3 

Influenza  1 — 

Pneumonia  — 2 1 

Bronchitis  — 3 1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 — 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  — 1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  4 3 


Total 

1 

3 

10 

1 

13 

33 

6 

1 

3 

4 
1 
1 
7 


44  40  84 

TABLE  III. 

INFANTILE  DEATHS 


The  following  table  shows  the  cause  of,  and  the  age  at  death,  of  the  1 
infantile  death  registered  : — 

Under  1 day  1 day  to  1 week  1 week  to  1 month 
Icterus  Gravis  Neonatorum  — 1 
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TABLt  IV. 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 

Birth  rates,  Death  rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and 
Case  rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1951.  Provisional  figures 
based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 

RATES  PER  1,000  HOME  POPULATION 
BIRTHS  B.U.D.C.  England  & Wales 

Live  Births  (corrected)  ......  14.14  15.5 

Still  Births  0.22  0.36 

DEATHS 


All  Causes  (corrected)  .....  11.85 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  00.00 

Whooping  Cough  00. go 

Diphtheria  00.00 

Tuberculosis  ......  00.88 

Influenza  00.22 

Smallpox  00.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

polioencephalitis)  00.00 

Pneumonia  00.66 

NOTIFICATIONS  (Corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever  .....  00.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  00.00 

Meningococcal  infection  .....  00.00 

Scarlet  Fever  2.64 

Whooping  Cough  . — 2.86 

Diphtheria  .....  00.00 

Erysipelas  00.00 

Smallpox  00.00 

Measles  49.64 

Pneumonia  00.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 
polioencephalitis) 

Paralytic  00.00 

Non-Paralytic  00.00 

Food  Poisoning  00.00 


RATES  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 

DEATHS 


12.5 

00.00 

00.01 

00.00 

00.31 

00.38 

00.00 

00.00 

00.61 

00.00 
00.02 
00.03 
1. 11 
3-87 
00.02 
00.14 
00.00 
14.07 
00.99 


00.03 

00.02 

00.13 


All  causes  under  1 year  of  age  17-85 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  00.00 


29  8 
i-4 


(a) 


NOTIFICATIONS  (corrected)  Rates  per  1,000  Total  (live  and  still  births). 


Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 

00.00 

10.66 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

Cause 

Rates  per 

i ,000  Total 

Rates  per  million 

(Live  and  Still  Births) 

Women  aged  15-44 

B.U.D.C. 

E.  & W. 

B.U.D.C.  E.  & W. 

Sepsis  of  Pregnancy,  childbirth 

and  the  puerperium 

0.00 

0.10 

Other  toxaemias  of  the  pregnancy 

and  the  puerperium 

0.00 

0.24 

Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 

and  childbirth 

0.00 

0.13 

Abortion  without  sepsis  or  toxaemia  0.00 

0.05 

— 4 

Abortion  with  sepsis 

0 00 

0.09 

— 7 

Other  complication  of  pregnancy. 

childbirth  and  the  puerperium 

0.00 

0.18 

la)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 
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Section  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : F L.  Groarke,  M.  B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  L.M., 
D.P.H.,  D C H. 

Also  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  and  Medical  Officer  for  Tendring 
R.D.C.,  Clacton  U.D  C.,  Frinton  & Walton  U.D.C. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Borough  General  Hospital,  Ipswich. 

Pathological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Essex 
County  Hospital,  Colchester. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  water  supplies,  milk 
supplies,  and  ice  cream,  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Ipswich. 

Samples  for  the  chemical  analysis  of  water  and  sewage  are 
sent  to  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  66,  Victoria 
Street,  London,  S.  W.  1. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

This  service  is  maintained  bv  the  County  Council. 
HOSPITALS.  (N.  E.  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board). 

Essex  County  Hospital,  Colchester,  and  Clacton  District 
Hospital  serves  the  area. 

Maternity  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Hospital, 
32,  Lexden  Road,  Colchester. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted  to  Myland  Hospital, 
Colchester. 

MIDWIVES  AND  HOME  NURSING. 

It  is  a duty  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  to  provide 
domiciliary  mdwives,  and  nurses  to  attend  pei  sons  who  require 
nursing  in  their  own  homes.  For  this  purpose  a District  Nurse 
Midwife  is  employed  in  the  Urban  District 

CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

A County  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  in  the 
New  Church  School  Room  each  Wednesday  from  2 to  4.  30  p.m. 

Anti-diphtheria  inoculations  are  carried  out  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  each  month  from  10.  00  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948. 

There  are  many  old  persons  in  this,  as  in  other  districts, 
living  alone  who  would  undoubtedly  be  better  cared  for 
physically  in  an  institution,  where  they  would  have  regular 
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suitable  food,  clean  clothes  and  a clean  bed  to  sleep  in,  but 
human  nature  being  what  it  is  the  majority  of  these  persons  prefer 
to  be  left  in  their  own  homes  no  matter  how  insanitary  that  is. 
The  mental  well  being  of  these  old  persons  is  of  equal  importance 
to  physical  care,  and  it  is  only  when  we  have  exhausted  all  other 
channels  of  help  that  we  consider  taking  action  under  the  above 
section. 

We  try  to  arrange  for  a relative  to  help,  but  the  cases  which 
are  bought  to  our  notice  are  usually  those  that  have  no  relatives, 
or  have  relatives  who  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  help. 

The  Home  Help  Service  is  of  great  value  in  such  cases. 
We  arrange  and  pay  a woman  to  visit  daily  and  assist  in  the 
running  of  the  home.  Unfortunately  suitable  home  helps  are 
scarce  and  the  service  is  an  expensive  one  for  the  County 
Council  to  maintain,  but  this  seivice  has  been  a success  and  is 
becoming  more  and  more  in  demand,  particularly  for  the  aged 
and  infirm  for  whom  adequate  institution  accommodation  is 
lacking. 


X) 
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Section  C 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER. 

Below  is  given  a recent  analysis  report  taken  from  the 
mains  of  the  Lower  Park  Waterworks  : 

CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION. 


Appearance 

Bright  with  a number  of 
particles  of  ferruginous 
mineral  and  traces  of 

organic  debris  together 
with  a few  protozoa. 

Colour 

Less  than  10 

Reaction  pH 

7-S 

Electric  Conductivity 

1280 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

250 

Hardness  Total  

195 

Carbonate 

195 

Non-Carbonate  

O 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

i-4 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Metals  : Iron 
Other  metals 
Turbidity 
Odour 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 
Total  Solids 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Oxygen  Absorbed 
Residual  Chlorine 


0.63 
0.000 
0.08 
Absent 
Less  than  3 
Nil 
12 
800 
265 

Less  than  o 01 
0.30 
Absent 


Remarks. 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a minute 
trace  of  iron  The  hardness  of  the  water  is  moderate  and  its 
content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents,  although  high,  is 
not  excessive.  The  organic  quality  is  of  a high  standard. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  jvater  which  is  pure  and 
wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

No.  of 

Source  of  Supply  samples  taken  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Church  Road  Waterworks  6 6 — 

Lower  Park  Road  Waterworks  3 3 — 

Household  Taps  3 3 — 


Totals 


12 


12 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


A survey  of  house  drains  in  the  oldest  part  of  the  town,  was 
continued  during  the  year,  and  much  of  the  existing  drainage 
was  found  to  be  unsa  isfactory. 

Informal  notices  were  served  where-ever  serious  defects 
existed,  but  in  order  to  bring  all  drainage  up  to  present  day 
standards,  a long  term  policy  of  reconstruction  must  be  pursued. 

All  new  drainage  work  was  subjected  to  water  tests,  and 
colour  tests  were  chiefly  used  for  tracing  sewer  connections  and 
old  drains. 


FACTORY  INSPECTIONS. 


The  following  inspections  were  made  under  the  Factories  Acts  of  1937  and 

*948:  „ , 


1940 . 

No.  on 

Number  of 

Premises 

Factories  in  which  Sects.  1,  2,  3, 

4,  5 & 6 are  enforced  bv  Local 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Authorities 

Factories  not  included  above,  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 

4 

8 

I 

Local  Authority 

24 

48 

7 

— 

Total 

Outwork 

28 

56 

8 

— 

Nature  of  Work  No.  of  out-workers  in  No.  of  cases  in  Prosec- 

in  August  List,  as  re-  default  in  send-  utions 
quired  by  Sect.  1 io(i)c.  ing  lists 

Wearing  apparel,  (Making  etc)  11  — — 

The  principal  inspections  and  work  carried  out  by  the  department  during 
1951,  were  as  follows: - 


HOUSING  INSPECTIONS  : Number  of 

Inspections. 

(aj  General  inspections  for  repairs,  etc.,  51 

(b)  Complaints  investigated,  28 

vc)  Houses  measured  for  overcrowding  (Form'B’),  2 

(d)  Overcrowding  reinspections,  2 

(e)  Other  reinspections 60 
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GENERAL  INSPECTIONS  : 


Bakehouses,  . — 8 

Complaints  investigated 32 

Dairies  and  Milkshops,  18 

Disinfections,  — 14 

Factories  and  Workshops,  56 

Fi  sn  Friers,  4 

Food  Stores,  16 

Hairdressers,  3 

Infectious  Diseases  investigated,  14 

Public  Houses,  .....  18 

Public  Conveniences,  129 

Rat  Infestation  33 

Refuse  Disposal  15 

Schools  3 

Sewers,  Ditches,  Drains  and  Cesspools  52 

Shops  18 

Slaughterhouses  4 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  6 

Verminous  Premises  2 

Water  Supplies  16 

Ice  Cream  Dealers  36 

Total  640 


STATUTORY  NOTICES  SERVED 

Housing  Acts  3 

Public  Health  Acts  Nil 

Other  Acts  Nil 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED 

In  connection  with  all  inspections  no 

CONTRAVENTIONS  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED 

Contraventions  and  Defects  found  118 

Contraventions  and  Defects  remedied  (Approx.)  110 

Contraventions  and  Defects  outstanding  8 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Council  has  provided  for  household  refuse  to  be 
collected  once  each  week,  and  for  the  refuse  to  be  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping.  Specia  1 efforts  were  made  during  the  year,  to  prevent  people  dumping 
small  quantities  of  rubbish  indiscriminately  in  odd  byeways  and  corners  of  the 
town,  with  the  result  that  many  townspeople  now  cart  garden  and  other  refuse 
to  the  Council’s  Dump  although  they  do,  unfortunately,  often  content  them- 
selves by  dumpi  ng  it  cn  the  side  of  the  service  road  leading  to  the  dump 

During  the  year,  58  tens  of  waste  paper  was  sold  to  paper  mills,  compared 
with  35  tons  during  1950.  Receipts  from  the  sale  of  this  paper  amounted  to 
£840.  5.  to. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 

All  farms  in  the  District  are  inspected  during  the  year,  to  see  whether  they 
were  infested  by  rats  or  mice,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  systematic 
poisoning  to  be  carried  out  where  necessary. 
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Difficulty  was  experienced  with  one  threshing  Contractor  who  failed  to 
provide  a wire  netting  fence  round  Ricks  as  required  by  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  (Threshing  and  Dismantling  of  Ricks)  Regulations,  1950,  and 
in  cases  where  rat  infestation  existed,  members  of  the  public  repeatedly  failed  to 
give  written  notice  of  such  infestation,  as  required  by  Statute. 

All  complaints  of  infestation  were  dealt  with  by  inspection  and  poisoning, 
and  routine  inspections  were  carried  out  wherever  regular  infestation  occurred. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

Two  cases  of  verminous  premises — one  infested  by  Fleas,  and  the  other 
baoly  infested  by  Bed  Bugs— were  dealt  with. 

LICENCED  PREMISES 

All  Licenced  Premises  were  inspected  twice  during  the  year,  and  the  general 
standard  ot  cleanliness  was  very  satisfactory. 

It  was,  however,  found  that  many  publicans  failed  to  use  hot  water  for 
cleansing  drinking  glasses  during  busy  periods,  and  their  attention  was  drawn  to 
the  advantages  of  using  an  approveu  brand  of  Quateinary  Ammonium  Com- 
pound for  securing  adequate  sterilisation.  The  use  of  such  a chemical 
sterilising  agent  was  lound  most  useful  because  boiling  water — even  when 
publicans  troubled  to  use  it  often  resulted  in  cracked  glasses,  and  the  cleansed 
glasses  had  to  be  cooled  before  use,  otherwise  the  beer  might  be  served  in  a 
warm  condition. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MEAT  : 

24  Pigs  slaughtered  under  private  licence,  were  inspected,  and  routine 
inspections  of  Butchers  Shops  and  Meat  Stores,  were  carried  out.  The  follow- 
ing meat  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

22  lbs.  Beef  (Bone  Taint  ana  Deep-Seated  Bruising) 

1 Pig’s  Head  (Tuberculosis) 

UNFIT  FOOD  : 

The  following  Foodstuffs  were  also  condemned  : 

1 5 lbs  Bacon 

1 Loaf  Bread 

12  lbs  Butter 
135  lbs.  Tinned  Ham 

r Barrel  Pickled  Herrings 
7 lbs.  Lamb’s  Liver 
1 tin  Luncheon  Meat 

1 1 tins  Milk 

16  lbs.  Prunes 
5 tins  Salmon 

84  lbs.  Salted  Cockles 
3 tins  Steak 

31  tins  Vegetable  Baby  Food 
ICE  CREAM  : 

Nearly  all  Ice  Cream  is  obtained  from  well-known  manufacturing  firms,  and 
there  is  only  one  local  manufacturer. 

Routine  inspections  of  all  premises  and  equipment,  were  carried  out,  and 
results  of  sampling  were  as  follows  : — 

MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  PROVISIONAL  GRADE. 

Number  of  Samples. 

Grade  1 — 16  Grade  2 — 3 Grade  3 — 2 
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Section  D 


Housing 

I.  — Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  1951  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  79 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  139 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  in  (1)  above)  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations  1925  and  1932  25 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  28 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  these  under  (3)  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation  44 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  inconsequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  38 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Housing  Act  1936,  Secs.  9,  10  and  16. 

fi)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  — Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  3 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(h)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Housing  Act  1936,  Secs.  11  and  13  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  . ..  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Housing  Act  1936,  Sec.  12: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  — - Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  .....  ....  Nil 

Housing  Act  1936. 

Inspections  re  Permitted  Numbers  Nil 

Inspections  re  Overcrowding  ......  4 

Enquiries  for  other  Local  Authorities  4 

Visits  re  permits  for  Timber  (Flooring)  6 

Visits  re  Squatters  Nil 

New  Houses  Erected  During  1951. 

By  Private  Enterprise  Houses  Nil 

Bungalows  1 

By  the  Council  Houses  8 

Total 9 
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Total  Houses  erected  since  1946  : — 


1946  4 

1947  4i 

1948  ......  9 

1949  22 

1950  14 

1951  — 9 


99 


The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  is  good,  but  there  are 
a few  properties  which,  under  normal  circumstances,  should  be  considered 
for  demolition.  , 

Complaints  of  housing  defects  were  investigated  as  they  were  received, 
and  routine  inspections  of  old  premises,  were  carried  out. 

It  was  generally  possible  to  obtain  necessary  repairs  by  verbal  requests 
or  informal  notices,  and  only  3 Statutory  Notices  were  issued. 
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Section  E. 


Inspection  of  Food. 

SHELLFISH  (MULLUXAN) 

During  1951.  1,948,77s  Oysters  were  passed  through  the  Purification 
Tanks  at  Brightlingsea. 

The  number  for  the  previous  years  were: 


1950 

1,762,404 

1949 

1.757.793 

1948 

• 2,044,741 

1947 

1,294,900 

1946 

2,325,364 

1945 

1,665,347 

1944 

943.082 

1943 

940.658 

1942 

809,600 

1941 

2,055,714 

1940 

2,021,293 
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Section  F. 


Prevention  and  Control  of  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases. 


The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  which 


were  notified  in  the  district  during  1951 

Total 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease 

Cases  notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

laundice 

5 

— 

— 

Measles 

224 

4 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

i r 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

— 

— 

Totals 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

254 

— 

The  mortality  and  incidence  of  Diphtheria  for  the  whole  country  continues  to 
fall.  In  1951  deaths  numbered  34  against  a yearly  average  of  about  2,800 
between  1930  and  1940.  Neveriheless  it  is  disturbing  to  learn,  possibly  because 
the  fear  of  diphtheria  has  declined,  that  fewer  and  fewer  parents  are  presenting 
their  babies  for  immunisation,  It  is  vital  to  secure  that  not  less  than  75  per  cent 
of  babies  are  immunised  before  their  first  birthda\ , while  it  is  estimated  that  only 
28  per  cent  of  children  under  one  year  old  were  immunised  during  1951.  If 
parents  leave  their  children  unprotected  there  may  be  a return  of  diphtheria  out- 
breaks. 

During  1951  36  children  between  one  and  five  years,  and  17  between  five 
and  15  years  received  the  full  course  of  inoculations  at  the  Clinic,  New  Church 
School  Room. 

VACCINATION. 

Vaccination  is  no  longer  compulsory  ; it  is.  however,  the  only  known  pro- 
tection against  smallpox.  Although  smallpox  only  occasionally  occurs  in  this 
country,  due  to  the  arrival  from  aDroad  of  an  infected  person,  and  outbreaks 
have  been  rapidly  brought  under  control  by  energetic  action  on  the  part  of 
public  health  departments,  nevertheless  smallpox  is  one  of  the  most  fatal  diseases 
and  approximately  30  per  cent,  of  the  unvaccinated  who  contract  the  disease  die. 

Vaccination  of  infants  is  easily  carried  out,  and  causes  very  little  disturbance 
in  the  children.  Parents  are  strongly  urged  to  have  their  infants  protected 
against  this  dangerous  disease. 

CANCER. 

10  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease  giving  a rate  per  thousand  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  2.2. 

Cancer  affecting  certain  parts  of  the  body,  if  treated  early,  is  curable. 
Medical  science  can  cure  approximately  95  per  cent,  of  all  skin  cancers,  but  only 
80  per  cent,  are  being  cured.  Stomach  cancers  are  curable  in  80  per  cent  of 
cases,  but  only  23  per  cent,  are  being  cured.  Rectal  cancer  could  be  cured  in 
85  per  cent,  of  cases,  but  only  14  percent  are  actually  being  cured  The  tragic 
gap  between  the  curable  and  the  cured  can  be  blamed  on  the  fact  that  most 
cases  are  in  the  late  stage  before  they  consult  their  doctor,  or  are  seen  by  the 
surgeon. 

A National  Campaign  to  educate  members  of  the  public  concerning  cancer 
would  help  to  shorten  this  delay  between  the  onset  of  symptoms  and  seeking  of 
medical  advice. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  groups  of  the  two  cases  notified  and  four  deaths  during  the  year  are 
given  in  the  table  below. 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 

Ages  in  Years  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 

MF  MF  MF  MF 
i-5  i 

15-25  1 

35-45  - 1 1 

45-55  1 

65  upwards  1 


1 — 1 — 2 2 


New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  since  1939. 


Year  New  cases  Deaths 

1939  ......  2 2 

1940  o 2 

1941  ......  4 5 

1942  5 3 

043  4 2 

1944  4 o 

1945  5 1 

1946  5 o 

1947  9 1 

1948  2 2 

* 1949  5 2 

1950  ......  4 2 

1951  2 4 


The  following  figures  give  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  1951  : 

Respiratory  Male  12  Non-Respiratory,  Male  8 

,,  Female  10  ,,  ,,  Female  5 

22  13 

TOTAL  CASES  ON  REGISTER  AT  END  OF  1951  35. 

The  age  groups  of  the  cases  on  the  Register  are  as  follows  : 


Age  group  in  years 

Respiratory 

M F 

Non-Respiratory 

M F 

Totals 

5-15  — 

I 

3 

2 

6 

15-25 

2 

2 

2 

6 

25-35 

2 

4 

I 

2 

9 

35-45 

3 

I 

4 

45-55  ' 

4 

I 

2 

7 

55-65 

I 

I 

2 

65  and  upwards 

I 

I 

Totals 

12 

IO 

8 

5 

35 

16 


